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SHEFFIELD CITY COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL MEETING – 6 NOVEMBER 2019 
 
 

List of Amendments received by the Chief Executive 
 
 
ITEM OF BUSINESS NO. 5  – NOTICE OF MOTION REGARDING "ACTIONS 
FOR THE BETTERMENT OF SHEFFIELD AND THOSE WHO LIVE HERE" 
  
1. Amendment to be moved by Councillor Mark Jones, seconded by Councillor 

Bob Johnson 
  
 That the Motion now submitted be amended by the deletion of all the words 

after the words “That this Council”, and the addition of the following words:- 
  
 (a) notes that this Administration brought forward the city‟s carbon neutral 

target from 2050 to no later than 2030, following Labour‟s local 
manifesto commitments, and that as part of this, a Citizens Assembly, 
drawn to represent all parts of the city including young people, will be 
commissioned to consider the necessary actions in the city to 
implement this change; 

  
 (b) notes the following measures have already been enacted by this 

Administration to move Sheffield to carbon-neutral and improve the 
city‟s air:-  

  
 (i) anti-idling zones outside of all primary and secondary schools, 

and other notable places, such as hospitals and health centres, 
to reduce the amount of fumes breathed in by children and 
vulnerable adults and workers; 

  
 (ii) piloting schemes to close targeted roads to traffic for set periods 

of time to create a better, less polluted and congested 
environment, targeted at benefiting children whose developing 
lung capacity can be significantly impacted by airborne 
pollution, throughout the city‟s residential areas and the city 
centre, as seen recently with the temporary closure of Division 
Street; and 

  
 (iii) proposals for a Clean Air Zone and charge for the most 

polluting vehicles – the cleanest buses, taxis and delivery 
vehicles will not be charged – and to support our taxi drivers 
and bus companies so their fleets will reach the standard where 
they will not be charged for entering the zone; 

  
 (c) notes that this Administration is bidding for the „Transforming Cities 

Fund‟ from the Department for Transport (DfT) that could see £85 
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million invested in sustainable travel in Sheffield over three years - 
paying for a mix of cycling, walking and mass transport corridors 
running throughout the city where we know they are most needed; 

  
 (d) notes that this Administration has committed to producing a Local Plan 

that ensures a sustainable city centre and focusses on the protection 
of the green belt, and with public consultation at every stage to deliver 
the city that Sheffield citizens want; 

  
 (e) notes that the city‟s Green City Partnership Board already brings 

organisations across the city together to improve the city‟s 
environment and transport, but that, as part of the climate emergency, 
there is a pressing need to go further; 

  
 (f) believes, therefore, that the following suggestions from the original 

motion should be considered by the forthcoming Citizens Assembly to 
address the climate emergency:- 

  
 (i) looking into a climate emergency committee to develop 

strategies, and implement actions to bring about the necessary 
changes to meet our zero-carbon emissions target by at least 
2030; 

  
 (ii) considering the introduction of climate change impact 

assessments for appropriate Council decisions; 
  
 (iii) investigating the feasibility and desireability of establishing a 

properly resourced team of sustainability officers to work on real 
progress towards making Sheffield carbon-neutral and help 
develop the world leading technologies needed to supply good 
quality jobs; 

  
 (g) notes that reducing health inequalities is a priority for this 

Administration and believes that Sheffield‟s wellbeing should be 
judged by much more than GDP growth alone, and that Sheffield City 
Council‟s Health and Wellbeing Board, bringing health providers 
across the city together, monitors the overall health and wellbeing of 
Sheffield, with indicators taken from the Marmot Review and based on 
the wider determinants of health and wellbeing across the life course 
whilst providing context and direction for tackling health inequalities; 

  
 (h) believes that tackling inequalities is a priority for this Administration 

and that it is committed to ensure fairness in the labour market, and 
notes that the pay ratio for the lowest to highest wage earner at the 
Council is a little over 11:1, with median pay at £23,958, i.e. a ratio of 
8:1, well within the 20:1 guidance in the Hutton 2011 Review of Fair 
Pay in the Public Sector and lower than other comparable local 
authorities such as Leeds and Manchester, and furthermore that this 
compares very favourably with the private sector where the ratio is as 
high as 1,000:1; 
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 (i) believes, seemingly unlike Sheffield Green Councillors (based on their 

previous budget proposals), that the best way of reducing inequality is 
raising pay for those on the lowest wages rather than just capping 
those at the top, and support is given to the campaign from GMB, 
Unite and Unison for pay justice and the pay claim submitted by the 
National Joint Council (NJC) local government unions for a £10 per 
hour minimum wage and a 10 per cent uplift across all other pay 
points in 2020/21; 

  
 (j) believes, in addition, that this cost must be met entirely by central 

government and this demand should be made as soon as there is a 
new Secretary of State for local government; 

  
 (k) commits to meeting with local NJC union representatives to convey 

support for the pay claim, and that everything possible should be done 
to encourage all local government workers to join a union; 

  
 (l) believes that austerity has made the country deeply unequal and 

unjust, and that, with savings of £480 million having to be made from 
the Council‟s budget in the last ten years, Sheffield‟s public services 
have inevitably been damaged because of government austerity, 
resulting in a lost decade of investment and progression on issues that 
are rapidly becoming all too critical; 

  
 (m) notes that the city‟s library service has done outstandingly well in this 

context, and of course our libraries are much more than borrowing and 
lending books and offer much more to the public, and that this has 
been achieved through the hard work of volunteers, but that, with 
funding as it is from central government, providing a paid librarian in 
every branch would cost the Council in excess of £800,000 per 
annum, a figure which was absent in the original motion, and this also 
fails to take into account the change and cost this would have on the 
co-delivered and associate libraries; 

  
 (n) notes, in addition, that despite the financial difficulties, Sheffield has 

kept all its libraries open over the last decade, unlike many other cities, 
and that this is down to the volunteers who run them, the officers who 
support them and previous councillors who worked hard to ensure 
their survival; and 

  
 (o) notes that this Administration set-up webcasting for council meetings, 

and will always explore ways to better communicate with all our 
residents, and has welcomed looking at different governance systems 
and that the cross party review into this will report in January 2020.   
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2. Amendment to be moved by Councillor Ian Auckland, seconded by Councillor 
Mike Levery 

  
 That the Motion now submitted be amended by the deletion of all the words 

after the words “That this Council”, and the addition of the following words:- 
  
 (a) condemns as completely unacceptable the long delay in developing 

the Sheffield Plan, which makes Sheffield more vulnerable to 
unacceptable development, which may include green fields in the 
green belt, and also increases the risk of yet another round of changes 
in national policy rendering abortive much local effort and expense; 

  
 (b) welcomes the revival of interest across the political spectrum in the 

provision of bus services (and the encouragement of Active travel), yet 
is concerned that this could well be too late to arrest the spiral of 
decline unless long term funding is provided by central government to 
local authorities, under  the control of local authorities, and funding not 
subject to artificial short application deadlines, and equally artificial 
spending deadlines; 

  
 (c) also recognises the importance of a local contribution which often can 

leverage in a significant multiplier of external funds, and therefore calls 
for a quick and open minded review of options for raising funds locally, 
to improve public transport, walking and cycling routes; and 

  
 (d) reaffirms that the answer to most local transport problems is a bus, 

increasingly low or zero carbon at the tail pipe, running on a 
comprehensive, stable, reliable, fully integrated network, integrated 
with other modes, and with an affordable and simple range of fares, 
and from which flows the possibility of active travel choices for all. 

  
 
ITEM OF BUSINESS NO. 6 – NOTICE OF MOTION REGARDING "THE BIG CITY 
CONVERSATION" 
  
3. Amendment to be moved by Councillor Steve Ayris, seconded by Councillor 

Tim Huggan 
  
 That the Motion now submitted be amended by the addition of new 

paragraphs (h) to (j) as follows:- 
  
 (h) believes that the people of Sheffield must be given a choice on the 

type of committee system they want for Sheffield; 
  
 (i) believes that a committee system that works for Sheffield, must listen 

to local people, react to local issues, devolve power and decision-
making to Councillors in local communities and empower the people of 
Sheffield; and 

  
 (j) additionally, requests that the Centre for Public Scrutiny is tasked to 
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undertake groundwork interviews and to give input into the 
recommendations to Full Council for a decision, to prevent 
institutionalised views. 

  
  
4. Amendment to be moved by Councillor Peter Garbutt, seconded by 

Councillor Alison Teal 
  
 That the Motion now submitted be amended by:- 
  
 1. the addition of a new paragraph (c) as follows:- 
  
 (c) looks forward to these 433 and all further responses being made 

available to all Members and the public; 
  
 2. the re-lettering of original paragraphs (c) to (g) as new paragraphs (d) 

to (h); and 
  
 3. the addition of new paragraphs (i) to (m) as follows:- 
  
 (i) notes with surprise the suggestion that councillors talk to their 

constituents, as this gives the impression they don't already, which in 
the case of Green councillors isn't true; 

  
 (j) asserts that, without the petition from It's Our City, this exercise would 

not be taking place; 
  
 (k) regrets the Administration‟s insufficient early engagement with It's Our 

City in a timely and positive way which could have avoided the need 
for a costly referendum; 

  
 (l) further notes that the carrying out of this consultation should not 

interfere with the drawing up of a proposal for a committee system; 
and 

  
 (m) believes all formal consultation events should be politically neutral and 

that any attempt to unduly influence them in party political ways would 
be highly reprehensible. 

  
 
ITEM OF BUSINESS NO. 7 – NOTICE OF MOTION REGARDING "ENDING 
INDEFINITE IMMIGRATION DETENTION" 
  
5. Amendment to be moved by Councillor Andrew Sangar, seconded by 

Councillor Richard Shaw 
  
 That the Motion now submitted be amended by the addition of new 

paragraphs (j) to (l) as follows:- 
  
 (j)  notes that ending indefinite detention and limiting it to 28 days is a 
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long-standing Liberal Democrat commitment and part of the 2017 
manifesto; 

  
 (k)  notes that Liberal Democrats in government ended child detention in 

immigration centres and this policy was reversed in 2016 by the Rt. 
Hon. Theresa May MP and cemented her hostile environment towards 
immigrants; and 

  
 (l)  notes that Liberal Democrat peer Lord Scriven has used his Private 

Member‟s Bill to introduce the Immigration Detention Bill, which if 
approved will put a 28-day limit on detention of immigrants. 

  
  
6. Amendment to be moved by Councillor Angela Argenzio, seconded by 

Councillor Kaltum Rivers 
  
 That the Motion now submitted be amended by the addition, in paragraph (i), 

of new sub-paragraphs (vi) to (viii) as follows:- 
  
 (vi)  believes this Council must get its own house in order to tackle the 

“hostile environment” towards migrants; 
  
 (vii)  guarantees to protect Refugees and Asylum Seekers in Sheffield by 

committing to placing them  in the most suitable and safest housing as 
swiftly as possible and, when children are involved, by ensuring that 
they are safeguarded 100% of the time and never put at risk; and 

  
 (viii)  commits to eliminating discrimination by ensuring that the experiences 

of migrants going through the Council‟s homelessness and social care 
systems are no worse than the experiences of white British residents. 

  
 
ITEM OF BUSINESS NO. 8 – NOTICE OF MOTION REGARDING "ACTIVE 
TRAVEL" 
  
7. Amendment to be moved by Councillor Bob Johnson, seconded by Councillor 

Anne Murphy 
  
 That the Motion now submitted be amended by the deletion of paragraph (l) and 

the addition of new paragraphs (l) to (n) as follows:- 
  
 (l)  notes this Administration‟s bid for funding through the „Transforming Cities 

Fund‟ from the Department for Transport (DfT) that could see £85 million 
invested in sustainable travel in Sheffield over three years - paying for a 
mix of cycling, walking and mass transport bus corridors running 
throughout the city where we know they are most needed; 

  
 (m) reaffirms that encouraging a shift to low carbon sustainable journeys is a 

key priority for this Administration, and understands this is exactly the type 
of work the Fund will support, and throughout this process the 
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Administration will be consulting and working with local communities in the 
development of these projects; and 

  
 (n) believes franchising would be a big help in improving Sheffield‟s buses but 

that, ultimately, the best bus service for the city would be delivered by re-
regulation powers from central government, and notes that the Labour 
Party has committed to doing this nationally. 

  
  
8. Amendment to be moved by Councillor Martin Phipps, seconded by Councillor 

Ruth Mersereau 
  
 That the Motion now submitted be amended by:- 
  
 1. the deletion of paragraph (a) and the addition of a new paragraph (a) as 

follows:- 
  
 (a) believes that a modal shift from private car travel to public and active 

transport is essential in light of the declared climate emergency and that 
every person should be able to make any journey within Sheffield by foot, 
by cycle or by public transport as safely as they would otherwise by car; 

  
 2. the addition of new paragraphs (m) to (s) as follows:- 
  
 (m)  notes that a Workplace Parking Levy, such as the one implemented in 

Nottingham, could raise millions of pounds for infrastructure 
improvements for buses, cycling, walking routes and trams, as well as 
disincentivising private car commuting; 

  
 (n) believes that extending the tram network across the city would be a clean 

alternative to cars; 
  
 (o) notes that proceeds from a Workplace Parking Levy could also pay for 

effective enforcement of parking infringements; 
  
 (p) believes that pavement parking is a real barrier to walking, cycling, prams 

and wheelchairs and is particularly dangerous for disabled people; 
  
 (q) notes the amount of information residents of Sheffield provide about 

dangerous pavement parking to the Council; 
  
 (r) notes that the Scottish Government has recently resolved to ban 

pavement parking at a national level from 2021; and 
  
 (s) resolves to treat dangerous pavement parking seriously and to review 

pavement parking city-wide as part of the local cycling and walking 
improvement plan and, on a ward level basis, working with local ward 
councillors, residents and community groups to highlight hotspots and to 
identify and implement solutions. 
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9. Amendment to be moved by Councillor Simon Clement-Jones, seconded by 

Councillor Sue Auckland 
  
 That the Motion now submitted be amended by the addition of new paragraphs 

(m) to (r) as follows:- 
  
 (m) welcomes the launch of the “My Cycle, My Mobility Aid” campaign by the 

inclusive cycling charity, Wheels for Wellbeing, to improve the recognition 
and rights of disabled cyclists and legally recognise use of cycles as a 
mobility aid; 

  
 (n) notes that 3 in 4 disabled cyclists use their cycle as a mobility aid, with the 

same proportion finding cycling easier than walking, but regularly face 
discrimination because they are not using a traditionally recognised 
mobility aid; 

  
 (o) notes also the concerns of disabled cyclists that they often have to park 

cycles far away from entrances to council facilities and other public 
buildings; 

  
 (p) therefore recognises cycles as mobility aids; 
  
 (q) calls upon the Government to:- 
  
 (i) amend the Use of Invalid Carriages on Highways Regulations 

(UICHR) 1988, to recognise the use of cycles as a mobility aid; 
  
 (ii) change existing laws to permit the use of appropriate mobility 

scooters on cycle lanes, together with the creation of Dutch-style 
„mobility lanes‟, which would be accessible by bicycles, non-
standard cycles and appropiate mobility scooters; and 

  
 (iii) launch a public information campaign to raise awareness of the fact 

that many disabled people can and do cycle, and use their cycle as 
a mobility aid; and 

  
 (r) directs that a copy of this motion is sent to all Sheffield MPs and the 

Secretary of State for Transport. 
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